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•  The  Union  of  Soviet 
Socialist  Republics 
Prosecution  Repay  l.*  on  t. 


The  USER  Soa  rjni  Riv  o'  F..o;i 
Chiof  Military  Prosoculor 
Moscow 


To  Cctuvh.i  j  Go  lunch,-, 
national  Military  Trl:uJia2 


I  •c.vicu>:o.<*  for  Sjvist  Union  at 
In  T  kyj. 


tno  Inter- 


Report 

” Mar iup o  1  ”Ul^ 3  °f  <jhg  iaio  tho  shipwreck  of  the  tanker 

,  .  ,3'{  inquiry  into  th«  Hhlpv  -rk  of  the  tanker  "Mariupol"  con¬ 

ducted  by  the  prosecution  department  of  tra  Pacific  b*sin,  the  following 
facts  were  established:  ^ 

•• 

"Kariupol"  was  sailing  in  November  1943  from  the  United 
States  of  America  co  tue  Soviet  Uni.cc  with  a  cargo  op  6901  tons  of 
.so-octane;  While  posing  though  the  first  Hurl  laky  strait  on  bvenber 
14,  19' -.3  a,  10-04  hours  in  .he  torvitorinl  waters  of  Japan  ne^r  the 
capo  Kotanan-naki  at  the  point-Latt Lvuie  5-1°  48  m.  north,  lonc- 
titude  16C°31  m.  east  tho  tanker  ran  onto  rocks. 

r  Tho,taio?!  "I5eriuPcl"  Gained  at  tho  place  of  tho  shipwreck  till 
January  ~3r  1944,  and  help  being  not  rendered,  the  ship  and  9700  tons 
of  cargo  were  lost. 

The  commanding  authorities  of  the  Far  ?>.ate.vn  -oa-Fleet  having 
received  tho  report  iron  the  shipwrecked  tanker  irroiiatoiy  sent  tho 
taiucero  reaps  ?  ,  "ZRnjl!'-  and  other  Voeralc,  which  wore  not  far  from 
tho  first  Kuriltky  fetra  It .  tc  tho  axsa  of  tho  shipwreck.  ,~5h0  tanker 
Tuapse  of  great  e  rgo  rapacity  u:r r.vad  at  tho  s.'ea  of  the  shipwreck 
*  noure  after  the  incidort  1:1  tol'sn  place  ar.i  had  actual  possibility 
to  renter  help  to  the  tanker  "I;arivpol“  by  completely  unloading  it  and 
towing  it  from  tho  rocks.  ^ 


To  approach  ths  tanker  "Mariupol"  the  Soviet  chips  had  to  got 
porsi scion  from  tho  Japanese  gova-rm-:.,?.  Tjd:  porx.icrjion  was  given 
wuon  36  daj-3  had  passed  cir.ee  the  eh  y.„  reck,  and  the  vreckod  ship  was 
already  in  a  hopeJeea  condition,  as  Its  hall  was  damaged  oy  tho  wintor 
euoras.j  The  greater  part  o*'  the  cargo  was  lost  duo  to  the  aamo  reacon. 


,  ond  of  December  it  had  become  ovl.dont,  that  the  tanker 

-Uapso1^  could  not  render  effective  help  to  the  tanker  "Mariupol", 
was  dec  tried  to  a  or  A  tho  shallow- sitting  tanker  "xienets"  and 
trewler  "Paltua" ,  but  these  ships  approached  the  place  of  the  ship- 
wreck  only  on  January  10,  1944  bocaaso  of  thd  hindrances  on  the  part 
of  the  Japanese  authorities. 


The  Japanese  authorities  actod  in  such  manner,  as  to  prevent 
no  possibility  of  rendering  help  to  tho  domagod  ship  aa  lrng  as 
possible,  so  that  tho  Soviet  government  would  abandon  tho  thought 
r®ocuinS  tho  ship,  and  would  lo  vo  tho  tanker  and  tho  cargoin 
be  Japanoso  territorial  waters.  After  the  shipwreck  of  thetanker 
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"Mariupol"  on  ITowbo-  14.  ’.$•»  b •  i>.*  J-rnn  e\i  1  tary  euthorltios 

headed  by  the  head  -f  •  a-  truing  rU,  r.-jfci  K.'.iuo  vJ sited  the 
tankor  on  the  foilcwiiig  cny,  1  o.  <.r.  November  15  at  8-'J  hour3. 

•  hoy  carefully  looVod  through  the  -  .'p,  ear.Tshzd  tho  crow  and.  put 
aufcla  on  binocu:.  u--  and  th»  r  iicCii.  'Oi  'iko  Japanese  officere  leaving 
tho  ehip  loft  on  the  •  ••  ..‘Ov*  a.  gu'*  d  do'a.c<inioai  undo  ••  p.  .junior  offioer. 
Bee  idee  |  Captain  o!i*  c*'V  was  1’3'b  to  et  rt  tno  3tsck2.no  and  that 
prevented  hits  froru  t  ..  yorT.oiiUy  •  gut  off  tho  Phoal  by  hie  own 
oi fort6*.  *hie  c.'.ur-'"  <.y  U  d:  ■  .,j  Jbp  Hnose  rooouo  detachment  not 

only  had  no  wloh  to  ror.Jo.-  hc'p  .  t  ■.  i 1  Ip.;roeko3  timber  but  oven 
robbed  it  ol  tho  penvi tg.u.'.ty  ..  .•  .  .  ...  j.ujn'.no  to  eavo  tho  ohip. 

the.’.?  f.uo*  v\>  it  t)  V  e  latKr  opcl,!  on  November 

15,  1943  tho  Jcnafieej  pron-i  :  .  <  .  ».  \  v  j;n  <,o  draw  up  an  act 

to  tho  oft 30 1  ’  .  at  iv  «; tc  »!.  «.•  js  U-ly  1  .t.  c  to  1  ak»  i. acJ:or  off 

tho  ohoaJ.  and  to  »avo  it.  '-hey  >*v,c  >•>  J.  .  >  take  of*  tho  and  leavo 
the  tanker.  Tb-oy  psc t  latent iy  /.vJ  *.  w%*&I  times  ju Jo  nimbla'.*  pro¬ 
posals  to  the  CepruVn  o.‘  tho  ton.,  r  ..-.pao'  Ic.horbhch^v,  nh!h 
negotiating  with  him.  Ku»y  to.d  him  that  tho  teuker  was  in  a  Upo- 
leas  condition  and  offered  tc  reader  help  to  Oap;ain  ALekseov  on 
condition  tho  tardier  "Karirpoi*  would  ba  cowed  to  a  Japanese  poet. 

In  thoir  adviiiirg  loti  e"H  to  If  plain  AltkseeV  dc<\ od  Sovember  21 
and  Do  comb  or  2,  1U43  of.*loore  batonaho,  uu*.ra  and  Nauiki ,  Eiuco 
aaid  that  in  ca.se  the  evov  would  nil  to  ta.en  off  tho  tanker  "Mariupol" 
in  tho  manner  proposed  by  then,  tho;  would  not  bo  responsible  for  ito 

safoty. 


It  io  clear  that  tho  Japf..vjpc  author it toe  showed  hostile  attitudo 
to  war  da  tho  tankor ;  s  crow.  Or.  Kovuvtcc  21-22,  1J43,  all  store  of 
drinking  wator  on  tho  tanker  wac  }.  i,;.:  shod. 


Captain  Alekseev  ::ado  a  requeet  to  tho  Japanese  asking  them  to 
bring  water  for  tho  crew-.  On  November  23  a  Japanese  Knvasakt-boat 
brought  5  bnrroia  of  froth  •..••'tor  to  tho  te  tile  or .  This  wetor  had  a 
flavour  of  kcroaino  and  could  r.ot  oo  used  for  dr  Irking. 


On  Ittcembor  ?8,  194:?  f-.o  adr Istrctive  cffico  of  tho  soa  fleet 
in  Vladivostok  rocolv'ci  a  report  thav  c’'.r  Japanese  govomnont  pernittod 
a  group  of  our  speed  alio  Is  tc  visit  tie  tarJrer  ''Mariupol''  for  tho 
firot  tiao  to  coatin'  i-,e  orr.it  ri.n.  Never  thole  3 1  hijnijii,  Fideo. 
Comaander  of  the  «?■>-/ ailed  ro  :cuo  cc*.  tohuonc  :  us  ing  that  even  aflc” 
tho  storms  tho  conditio.*  of  t r.c  tanked  ,;i’ar  upclv  rji 7.j  gave  hope, 
began  to  i ntorrvpi 5  the  cna’ttrr.tu  n  f>f  the  wreck td  ohi.p#  Captain 
Scl.orbaohov  cn  November  Z  j ,  1V-/.5  lit  11  iioure  was  pe'cli  tcd  to  visit 
Captain  Alckceov  undsi*  tho  guard  r.  nl  eooort  of  the  Japanese  officers. 
Tho  enanination  of  tho  nhip.  was  forbidden,  and  tho  mooting  with 
Captain  jJekHocv  wae  undor  ouch  coniJ  tior.i  that  it  wac  Ji?;oc5ji  l:.'io 
to  get  tho  full  information  o?  the  cai-ko:-  ar*.!  condition  noco scary 
to  render  help. 


Tho  above  mor.tlonci  facts  are  absolutely  true,  and  thoroforo  it 
is  pooaiblo  to  say  that  tho  Japanese  auf-ho -itica  v^oro  against  rendering 
holp  to  tho  tarJcor  r.ua.rlupoj "  to  save  the  oar  go  ar.d  tho  ship.  l\u' suing 
their  own  interests  oho  Japnr.c3o  ojj-uuy  wax»ted  tr.o  tanker  to  perish, 
end  by  thoir  action 3  prevented  tho  caving  of  tho  ship  until  it  was  in 
absolutely  liopole38  con'lition-.  It  was  quite  possible  to  takG  tho 
tankor  "Mariupol"  off  the  shoal  and  to  aavo  ito  cprgo,  under  tho 
condition  of  the  Japanese  favorablo  attitudo  and  if  tho  Japanese 
would  not  have  prevented  our  ships  to  approach  tho  wrecked  tanker 
for  so  long  a  time. 
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Chief  KlIHary  rroeocuto? 
for  tho  5ra  and  ?.i /c r  Fleet  of  tho  USSR 
Viftjor— Gai.ei'a.1  oi  the  J-iicIal  corpa 


Ti:o  copy  cor  root 


(Ouhitovich) 
( Tarnnonko ) 


osRTiyiCATs  of  rR.\:^rAi:c;i  of  tsz  x.iwa  : 

I,  V.  T.  Tarkhov,  hereby  certify  that  I  an  thoroughly  ccrverBant 
with  tho  Huoniaa  and  Er^li  Jh  aid  tho  above  in  a  correct  and 

true  translation  of  tho  indJcatoi  Dscunont. 


Slgivtturo:  ( SlrnoiO  V.  Tarkhov  _ ' 
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Chief  lllli  ta’*y  Frooocuto? 
for  the  Sea  and  ?.i<rcr  Tloot  of  tho  USSR 
daJor-Ganeral  oi  il.<  judicial  corpa 


Ij:o  copy  correct 


(Cehitovich) 
( Taranonko ) 


CERTIFICATE  OF  I3L\j»SfdlIlCJl  OF  TIL?  JCIO'-'Z  KUJJOIC : 

I,  V.  T.  Tarkhov,  hereby  certify  that  I  RJ3  thoroughly  conversant 
with  tho  Ruanian  and  Hngii *n  ion^ueguo;  and  tho  above  1$  a  correct  and 
true  translation  of  tho  Indicated  D-canont. 


Sigmturo:  ( SimciO  V.  Tarkhov  _ j, 
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